PACIFIC NORTHWEST DAHLIA CONFERENCE NEWSLETTER

MARCH 2010

Editor  Tom Ball

Presidents Message

Dear Fellow PNDC Members:

Our growing season last spring started wet and cold and remained problematic through the first half of June.  But 2011 is a new year and a new dahlia season. At least this season will not be marked by any watering restrictions in the Pacific Northwest.  Although spring is a little late in showing its colors, it is apt to appear (hopefully) in compressed profusion perhaps a little later this month or next.   We happily await the return of warmer temperatures and the cycle of rebirth, renewal and rejuvenation to all things related to our favorite hobby. 

Our annual spring meeting will take place at Georgetown Realty in Portland on Saturday, April 23rd, 2011.  The officers and society delegates will convene at 10:30 AM for their executive session. The luncheon and general meeting will begin at noon. We were fortunate to contract with a new caterer, and the cost for the luncheon will remain at $15 US per person, including gratuity.   Please send your reservation and payment to our Treasurer, Elva Sellens at:  2651 Loma Vista Drive; Roseburg, OR  97471-6175.  

We will again have our annual auction which for many is the highlight of the meeting.   Growers and hybridizers from Oregon, Washington and British Columbia like to bring the newest and best offerings for our fundraiser.  Both tubers and green plants are sold and the bidding always promises to be spirited and lively.   

Awards chairs in each society are asked to bring (or have their delegates/representatives bring) their society’s medals for the medal exchange within the PNDC.   

Georgetown Realty is located at 1000 NE 122nd Avenue; Portland, OR  97230.  From I-205 North or South bound take exit 21A to Glisan Street.  Take Glisan East (cross streets increase numerically) to 122nd Avenue.  Turn left from Glisan to122nd.  Georgetown Realty is on your right about two blocks after the turn.  Parking is behind the building. 

Here’s hoping your tubers wintered over well and your spring propagation is going as you would like. I am very much looking forward to seeing everyone in Portland on April twenty-third.

Best wishes,

Mike Riordan 

Secretary
Tom Ball
Time once again to publish the PNDC Roster.  I sincerely hope that I have all of the changes that need to be made.  I would also remind each society membership person that as new members join during the year, please send the dues and vital information to Elva and also send to me the vital information for each person so that we can make ongoing changes to the PNDC Roster.  

The PNDC Spring Meeting is coming up on April 23rd.  Please make plans to attend.  Please send any agenda items to me as soon as possible.  Nominations for the PNDC Gold Medal Award should also be sent so that they may be presented at the Board Meeting.  

I am still working on the mailing list  for the Newsletter.  If you receive the Newsletter as an e-mail and would rather have it sent by snail mail, or, (vice-versa), please let me know and I shall make changes.  (I do not seem to get along well with my computer, but it is teaching me new “stuff” with each use).  

Reminder:  Please bring tubers and cuttings to the Spring Meeting for our auction.  Some of the new introductions would be wonderful to have at the sale.        
National Show 2012
Ted Kennedy
We have three committees:  Tours and seminars, Site management, meals etc, and Show chairman for actual show. All of these committees report informally  to a chairman of the board.   We have a special bank account and treasurer for the show. We have a person who will sign people up and create packets for attendants.  We have the logo and are working on the show catalog and are working on the awards  and ribbons. Speakers at seminars are pretty well established. Dahlia tours still being worked on but planning going well. Really need some help with photography and if we do not find a person to run it, we will not have photography.
Going to the Well

By

Wayne Shantz

Any dahlia society that has access to some long-term, experienced growers has a treasure at its fingertips. These members will have garnered a great deal of practical information through trial and error. I remember some of my mentors: Bob and Eunice Wilson, Walter (Scotty) Scott, Lloyd Erickson, Lawrence Fox, Earl Dalrymple, Joy Gill, John McEvoy, Tom Yano, E. Henry White, Madlyn Geisert, Geneva Farrier, and others as well. Each of these friends has contributed tidbits of information about dahlias that has served me well. 

I first met Bob and Eunice Wilson when the Lane County Dahlia Society (LCDS) held its meetings in the basement of the First Christian Church on Oak Street in Eugene’s downtown area. Eleanor and I had a difficult time finding the meeting location and had to be persistent. Bob and Eunice opened themselves to us and that began our relationship. In the garden, Bob looked after his dahlias and Eunice helped him one hundred percent, doing much of the disbudding, cutting, storing, packaging, and sales work. Bob loved hybridizing. My favorite one of his originations was Fern Ridge Smile, A SC PK with its ramrod stems. 

Bob taught me more about evaluating the dahlia than any other member. A graduate of USC, he contained a wealth of dahlia lore. I became his sponge. On one of my last visits before he died, I remember telling him about the latest judging manual and that the committee had decided that it was okay to pluck a petal. He wryly responded, “Oh, they’re making it legal now.” I loved it.

Another of my close mentors and friends was Scotty. Out of all my dahlia acquaintances, I cannot identify anyone who had more zeal for the dahlia than Scotty. He taught me how to divide dahlias, recommending that I use No. 2 Felco clippers, the ones with the best steel. I loved his storage area, a large room with lots of shelving. Without Scotty, LCDS and Douglas County Dahlia Society would not exist. He especially loved Lone Voyager, B LC R and Autumn Blaze, AA ID FL. Ambassador Scotty did not quit being a dahlia grower when his health plummeted. Even in his last days, he showed the nurses the dahlias someone had brought him, and then implored them to begin growing dahlias and join the LCDS.

Where one’s learning comes from also can provide intriguing paths. Lloyd Erickson, another LCDS commercial grower, had an uncanny ability to divide his clumps quickly. I always marveled at his skill. It was Lloyd who first introduced me to dahlia names. He had a dahlia named Golda Meir B SC W. He showed me Meir’s response to a letter where he asked for her approval to name one of his seedlings after her. She had obliged.

Lawrence Fox acted as the first LCDS President. I learned that he had a finicky bent that especially came forth when he competed in shows. His blooms looked like a million dollars. He also originated quite a few including seedlings Glowing Embers BB SC R and Marge Ann B LC DB DR/Y, the one I liked the best. On one occasion, meter reader Lawrence came into our garden unannounced and assessed our garden. After the inspection, he told us that we needed to disbud more. That was Lawrence, the impeccable groomsman. 

Joy Gill and Earl Dalrymple hailed from the Oregon coast, near Coos Bay. I will never forget Joy’s shuffle as she walked. Humble in spirit but mighty in dahlias, she would come to the shows with the most beautiful New Greatness, A IC PR. This coast grown dahlia always drew a crowd and people clambered to grow it in their gardens.  Not to be outdone, Earl would come in his Toyota with carefully packed blooms. He had a custom made rod to pull his boxes to the back of the pickup bed. He loved his dahlias and like Joy originated some nice cultivars. I especially enjoyed Dakota Sun, A SC Y. 

Candy distributor, John McEvoy, changed skins when he entered the dahlia domain. No one could talk about the weather longer before judging began at a show than Johnny. I can remember how intimidated I was when I first began judging in Portland but with the Bloomfields and Easleys nearby, I had little to fear. Johnny, as most affectionately called him, knew how to organize and put on a topnotch show, whether for PNDC or for ADS. Even in his brashness, he possessed class. It would be unfair, however, to not mention his lovable wife, Kaye, who contributed much dignity to Johnny’s world. Anecdotally I might add, most seedling growers knew that Johnny loved yellow dahlias. When they knew that he was judging on the seedling bench, they would enter their yellow seedlings. Go figure.

Not always did influence come from home territory. I would classify Tom Yano as an encourager. When the entire Shantz family had involved themselves in dahlias, they had a cheerleader from the East coast. Many times, Tom would let us know how delighted he was to see Norma’s and Brad’s accomplishments in shows, and was particularly complimentary when both Norma and Brad had become senior judges, both during their senior year in high school. At this point, I must also applaud Willis Collins for allowing the kids to study dahlia judging at such a young age. Others also thought much of Tom Yano. In 1983, Furrow named one of his seedlings Tom Yano, A SC DR, which still competes today. In my book, Tom Yano is a distinguished hero, worthy of many accolades. All of us need encouragers.

E. Henry White also fits into the Shantz memory bank. The story is told that E. Henry had married and apparently his wife had given him an edict. She said, “You either choose me or dahlias.” Consequently, E. Henry chose dahlias. I would watch him judge on the seedling bench. He would clutch his trusty pencil and dig around the center of the bloom, making sure that the seedling had a tight center. He also would grab the stem and shake the entire bloom. He did not want to give a seedling a high score that had wobbly blooms sitting atop a stem. One thing I knew – if Henry had a dahlia listed in his personally handset printed catalog, I would have ordered a quality dahlia. One of the best-variegated dahlias I had ever seen, Osark BB SC V Y/R, came from E. Henry’s stock.  

When I would attend the Southern Oregon Show located in North Bend, I always made sure to visit with Madlyn Geisert. Her small home located on a hill overlooking the bridge on highway 101 presented a picturesque scene, but even more delightful was Madlyn’s dahlia garden, all watered by hand. Before going inside to visit, Madlyn would give a personal tour of her garden, mentioning little informative pieces that I would file away for further musing. Even though Madlyn has been gone for a number of years, some of her originations, such as Zorro AA ID DR, Shore Acres A SC R. one of the more stunning shades of red akin to newcomer Kenora Picnic B SC R, Buffy CO BR BR3/yl18, and Tioga handles continue propagation both in the U.S. and abroad. Of her laciniated dahlias, I particularly liked Tiogas – Lovesong A LC LB PK/W, Snowbird B LC W, and Spice B LC FL when grown on the coast.

A keen observer, Madlyn contained a well of knowledge. What I especially liked was her humility. She even treated me like I might know something, too, but I quickly grasped that I had much to learn when I listened to her render thought after thought about dahlias. One time while visiting, she averred that she could tell which of her two-leafed seedlings would be yellow or white and which would be dark red, orange, or purple. Of course, I asked how she knew. She simply stated that those seedlings with light green stems would throw yellow and white and those with dark stems would be the other. I checked her insights and found her statement to be quite accurate. I have little doubt that this fine lady shaped much of my thinking about seedlings and hybridization. I would gravitate to her like steel filings to a magnet. Her dahlia charisma never stopped.

Although many other names of dahlia growers come to mind, I must soon stop, but before I do I must also introduce my friends to Geneva and Charles Farrier, LCDS commercial growers first from Fall Creek and then Clearvue Avenue, Springfield, a dead end street off of Harlow Road. Many times I would come to the Farrier garden unannounced. Never once did I feel like Geneva had better things to do than talk to me. Devotedly, she loved her dahlias and would discuss dahlias incessantly. Geneva introduced me to ordering tubers from abroad, much more of an effort than now. She always kept the tubers from down under for a season and a half before planting. Her originations also continue to be some of my all time favorites, especially Marla Lu BB SC DR and My Charles B SC DP. 

My Charles never accomplished much on the show circuit, but did it ever zing in the garden. I learned that dahlias with too much gray in them can provide pizzazz in the sunlight, but will become jejune when taken inside out of natural light. 

When Marla Lu came on the scene, I had little experience and would listen to senior judges converse. They did not particularly like Marla Lu because it was too close to another BB, Doris Day BB C DR. This discussion became a conundrum for me. In ensuing years, I grew both Doris and Marla. What I found is that Marla produced excellent tubers that kept and Doris had thin necks with fewer blooms and also fewer tubers. In fact, most growers could not keep the tubers. Quickly, I decided that more existed to a good seedling than what a judge saw on the bench. Through the years, I have never forgotten this important lesson when appraising seedlings. I love Geneva’s poem that follows. It conveys the beat of her heart’s passion for the dahlia. 

Ode from a Dahlia Fiend

By Geneva Farrier, Fall Creek, 1963

Once again it’s that time of the year

When dahlia hobbyists get into gear.

Jack Frost has tried his best

To make our gardens look an awful mess.

So with tools in hand away we go

And cut them down to the very last row.

Now digging is our next chore –

Just see all those bulbs galore.

Some long like radishes, some round as a beet –

Say I wonder if they are good to eat?

Now, the time of dividing comes –

Watch out! You don’t take off a thumb.

My hands are scarred from front to back.

Seems like I’d not be quite so slack.

Look around you, what do you see?

Dahlias, dahlias, dahlias, oh gee!

Dahlias in the cellar, some on the stair,

Dahlias in the cupboards, dahlias everywhere.

You don’t know how happy I’ll be

When no more of these dahlias I see. 

Of course, that is until spring

Then out with the bulbs we bring.

We’re anxious to plant before it’s too late

For them to bloom, we can hardly wait.

It’s a cycle that comes around each year

To not be in it would be our fear.

If it were dahlias we couldn’t plant, by heck,

We would simply just fret and fret and fret.

My friends, the time has come for me to close, but before I do, please understand something about bloodlines. The dahlia growers about whom you have read have passed, but the flow of their knowledge, insights and love for the dahlia have transferred through to us and then onward to those whom we touch. The eternal circle of sharing about the dahlia does not end. 

If you would like to contact me about one of your memories that touches the soul, you can contact me at w.shantz@comcast.net. Meanwhile, enjoy the season before we engage in our spring passion and then with faith await the coming of a new batch of glorious blooms. Carpe diem!

                                                 Dear ADS Reps or Alternate Contacts,
  
First, I would like to thank all the ADS Reps who responded, in a timely manner, to my request to verify their society and personal contact information listed on the ADS website.  As promised, I will be personally contacting those reps who have not yet responded.  
Second, I encourage you to keep the lines of communication open and well used between me, you, and your society members (both the leaders and the general members.)   Volunteers, both at the national and local levels, make things happen.  Persevere!!!

Third,  I have been asked to pass on the following information.
We are sad to inform you that former ADS President, Bud Moore, passed recently.  "Many people around the country were acquainted with Bud and we would do well by letting them know of our loss."    

Attached is the image of the new ADS small vase that is newly available from the ADS.  It is a two-piece snap together item and the price will be $1.50 each.  See pages 63-64 of the December 2010 ADS Bulletin for all the details.  Mac Boyer, ADS Treasurer, requests societies contact him by March 1, 2011 if you are interested in ordering them for your 2011 show/s.  These vases are a great deal, not only for their durability, but also for the uniformity and professional look they can add to any flower show.  I encourage you to pass this information onto your show chairpersons.

The 1976 - 2011 Composite Listing of Dahlias will be available very soon.  They are starting to assemble the books.  This issue will include all the varieties that have won blue ribbons at North American show for the past 35 years, with the new 4-digit classification listing.  Single issues will be $12.00 postpaid available at the ADS web site store and from the ADS Treasurer.  Contact the ADS Treasurer concerning quantity orders and possible discounts.

There has been considerable consternation over the delayed delivery of the December 2010 Bulletin.  There has been a great inconsistency in when the Bulletins are arriving at their destinations.  This is very disturbing.  The ADS Executive Board is actively investigating on whether there is anything we can do to alleviate this problem.  First Class mailing remains an option for U. S. members.  The cost is an additional $10.00 per year for all Bulletins and $4.00 per year for the December issue only.  Please feel free to e-mail any suggestions you might have to improve delivery speed and I'll pass them along.

Robert Moynahan, ADS Judge Accreditation Chairman, has sent out information to societies requesting changes and confirmation of ADS members' judging status.  These reports must be completed and returned to him to have the society's information appear in the 2011 Directory of Judges.  All of this should be done according to the instructions included with Bob's letter.  Please encourage your society's head judge or judges point of contact to act on this request in a timely manner.  The Directories are only as accurate as the input Bob receives.


Alan Fisher, ADS Membership Chairman, has requested that any changes in ADS Rep information be forwarded to Don McAllister (Colorado Dahlia Society (CDS)), himself, and me.  Don updates the CDS website with your contact information, Alan updates his mailing list so you get an extra copy of the ADS Bulletin, and I pass the information onto the other ADS Executive Board members.  It's hard to make contact if your contact infomation is incorrect.  Lastly, Alan encourages your society officers, especially your membership person, to all be "on the same page" concerning you and your contact information.  He sometimes receives conflicting information about who the ADS reps are, which takes time to resolve.  He thanks you for your support.

Finally, a local society recently received a bogus request for all their members' personal contact information.  The e-mail looked legitimate, but the e-mail address for Alan Fisher, that they wanted it sent to, was not correct.  Please alert your members to this latest threat and encourage them to practice safe computing.  Legitimate contact information for ADS Executive Board members and Committee Chairmen can be found on page 1 of the current ADS Bulletin.  Please encourage them to go thru the proper channels if they receive any suspicious e-mails or requests for personal information.  Together we can be safer, I hope......

Well, there was a lot of information to pass on this time.  I hope you found most of it useful.  Feel free to contact me if you have any questions.  Until next time, take care.
Allen Haas

ADS Image Library


This has been a very busy time for the image library.  There has been 
more requests for dvd programs
then ever.  New programs now available are the 2010 Photo Contest 
Winning Photos and the 2010
ADS Fabulous Fifty Dahlias.  These can be ordered from the ADS Store 
on the ADS web site, or you
can contact me by email or phone and send your check (made out to 
ADS) and I will mail you the program.
The 2011 ADS New Introduction program is in constant demand.  So if 
you are looking for a program and
can use one of the dvds, get your order in.

Claudia Biggs
ADS Image Library
509-326-1953
dbiggs@mindspring.com

EARLY DAHLIA PLANTING 

Ted J. Kennedy

 Every year I hear of someone who is planting their dahlias weeks before our planting dates. Here in the Portland, Oregon area, we generally plant tubers around Mother's Day or about the 10th of May. I always hear of people who have started planting many weeks before that date. Some of them benefit from the early planting and have early blooms. However, there are risks associated with early planting that in many years will affect your dahlias. One of the most obvious issues is the last date of a killing frost. Here at our location, we had a killing frost as late as April 22nd. In that year, the weather had been warm and sunny and the soil dry enough to till. We planted some seedling plants and despite our efforts of covering them with plastic, lost numerous plants to the frost. Of course, had we planted tubers at the same time, they would not have quite yet sprouted above the soil and would have not been damaged. But even if we had planted tubers the soil would not have warmed up enough for dahlia tubers to quickly sprout. People point out that the dahlia tuber clumps that they left in the ground over the winter are sending up shoots long before our planting dates. These overwintered dahlias probably sent up the first shoots many weeks before one sees them poke above the soil line. But there are big differences between an over wintered dahlia clump and your lone tuber. The overwintered dahlia clump has probably 4 to 6 or even 10 tubers with eyes. Only one or two sprouts need to successfully grow to make a plant and if several are frozen or eaten by slugs and snails, there are very many sprouts to take their place. Our lone tuber may have only one eye and if it freezes or rots, or is eaten by a slug, it may never recover. So the best course of action is to plant our tuber in warm soil, so that it will jump out of the ground and thrive. There are at least two ways to get your dahlias blooming earlier and planting them in the ground too early is not one of them. One of the best ways is to plant your tubers in black gallon nursery pots. No special soil is needed as your garden soil works fine. The pots can be placed in a warm environment such as a greenhouse but the easiest way is to just leave them outside in the full sun. The black pots absorb the sun's rays and are much warmer than the garden's cool soil. Another way is to take cuttings from dahlia tubers or pot tubers and grow them in successively bigger pots. By the time the dahlia is a foot tall or so in a gallon pot, it will really put on a growth spurt when planted in the garden. If you are a bit lazy, just leave the dahlia cutting in the small pot where you placed the cutting to root. Even a small pot dahlia will bloom two three weeks before tubers planted in the ground. Additional benefits of planting at the proper time include: 

Less weeding and easier weeding. If a tuber takes a long time to pop up from under the ground, you still have to weed. Weeding dahlias that have not yet sprouted is difficult. 

Wet soil and rotting. It may be very nice weather in early spring and the soil may be ready to till. If you plant tubers early, cold wet weather may follow and the tubers may rot in the cold wet soil. And if they do sprout, slugs may well eat the sprouts before you can get out into the garden to control them.

In memory of Joan Olson
Elva Sellens
 

One of our founding members of Douglas County Dahlia Society passed away on February 24, 2011.  Joan and her husband, Leon Olson, who preceded her in death, owned and operated Garden Valley Dahlia Gardens in Roseburg for 30 years.  They were the first commercial grower that I bought dahlias from.  The Olsons had a 9-acre farm outside of Roseburg where they had a commercial dahlia garden, commercial raspberries and marion berries, and a 5-acre filbert orchard.  They were very generous to their friends.  They would not let their friends pay for any raspberries or marion berries that they picked.  They always kept some of the filbert nuts to give out to friends.  They had various fruit trees that they encouraged friends to come out and pick the fruit.  They were always willing to help fellow dahlia enthusiasts and their dahlia customers in answering any questions on how to grown dahlias, digging and dividing dahlia clumps.  As a commercial grower, they were very generous in donating tubers to our tuber sale each year.  Leon introduced various dahlias throughout the years.  His more recent introductions were Umpqua Magic, Umpqua Delight, Umpqua Little Bits and Olson’s Folly.

 

When I started growing dahlias, I wanted to learn how to plant and dig/wash dahlia clumps.  I figured the best way to learn is to see how a commercial grower planted and dug their dahlias.  Joan and Leon were very patience with me in taking the time to teach me now to dig and wash dahlias clumps, and in the Springtime, they showed me how they planted their dahlias.  When you see how a commercial dahlia grower has to dig and divided thousands of dahlia clumps, then your own garden patch seems to be a breeze to dig and divide.  The best thing in helping out Joan and Leon on the weekends was the nice warm luncheon and delicious deserts that Joan had waiting for us.  It was well worth volunteering to come out to help them.  At the end of the season, the Olsons would take everyone out to dinner to thank them for helping out.  When I lost my dahlia garden space, Joan and Leon let me come out to their farm and plant my dahlias for a couple of years until I located another space.  I really appreciated their generosity.

 

Joan had many talents.  She was artist.  She belonged to the Garden Valley garden club and very talented in making floral arrangements, though I could never talk her into exhibiting her arrangements.  She did the floral arrangement for our society head table for many years.  Joan loved all types of flowers and plants.  We shared this interest in common, and each Springtime, we would go plant shopping where it would take us the whole day to making the rounds of the various nurseries in the area.  I was green with envy of her gardening space at the farm.  Joan was a good friend to many and our society will miss her.
   Trial Garden 2011 Spokane
Joni Beasley

Thank you to those of you have reserved entry spots this year, we have 42  all ready and consider the garden full. Pre-planting in the greenhouse will begin  the 2nd week in April after the boxes arrive on our porch. We have great plans for this year including a judging seminar to help judges with their seedling judging. Seems that there is little hands taught for Trial Garden and seedlings here  and most judges get a lot of bench experience so we think it time to expand on that. This year we too will be changing to the 4 digit system so lots of new challenges for us. There is a good possibility that new score sheets will be implemented and I will get any new paperwork to Ted Kennedy to post on the website if this occurs.  So we are off on yet another busy summer.

To anyone coming to Spokane this year we encourage you to stop and look and if you are a judge we would love your input. 

Judges Evaluation Report
Joni Beasley

There is quite a bit I want to cover here so this may be a bit long. I think it all important though.  1st of all a big congratulations to the newly advanced judges. Lane County has Richard Bach and Eugene Kenyon to Accredited and Michael Canning and Cheryle Hawkins both new Senior Judges. Portland Dahlia  has  Heidi and Audrey Oldencamp both new Senior Judges. Southern Oregon has 2 new Senior Judges Jeff Jeffs and Ray Sturman and a new Accredited judge June Manfull. Congratulations again to each of you!  For each of the societies I hope you invite these new judges and take advantage of them, they have much to add. 

Due to a lack of judges who currently travel and  teach classes I am encouraging each society to do judging schools from within your own societies using your senior judges. They have much to offer. Sections can even be parceled out and several judges can teach a separate  section. depending on their interests and strong areas.  I will be glad to send you tests to go by and all completed tests need to be sent to me for correction.  The ADS does not allow me to send you the answer keys  but does require these tests to be the ones given.  After classes are  given send the tests to me and after I certify the passing scores I will send the information on to the ADS Judges chair for entry into his records.  I do not return tests. 
I am going to go with the same plan I have used since I took this task on and will take all of the judging reports to Spring Meeting to be handed out by my committee. I have a liaison/committee member from  from each society . Seattle. ....Tom Ball---Victoria...Barry Willoughby---Nanaimo...Judy Stephens---Portland...Ted Kennedy---Lane County...Wayne Shantz---Douglas County...Ginger Clack---and Southern Oregon Kathy Iler. Please use them as a beginning point when you schedule classes , need paperwork or can't get a hold of me etc.  
I will be revamping the judges tests very soon.   (Candidate, Accredited and Senior).  As you know the current ADS Tests are now obsolete.  As judging classes are given within the various societies please use the newly edited tests. For copies of the tests please contact me.  All completed tests should be returned to me for grading.  

Finally I want to thank all of you for the tremendous response on getting to  me your reports last fall!!! I had 85% sent in!    YEAH!!! 

FROM THE SOCIETIES
Portland Dahlia Society
Larry Smith 

This writing finds the season in the northern Willamette valley remaining cool and wet, possibly signaling yet another late growing season may be in store. We had our latest snowfall in some years, but that hasn't stopped us from thinking about preparing for the upcoming growing season.  In order to get a jump on fund raising, members have been bringing in tubers of newer or more unusual varieties to auction off at early meetings.  This is appealing to our members who want to get a head start on the season by taking cuttings.  We have our big auction and sale on the second Tuesday of April at our regular meeting spot, then a follow up plant sale the second Tuesday of May.  In between, one of our biggest fund raisers comes from having a booth at the Master Gardener sale, which falls on the weekend of April 30-May 1 this year.  Before each sale, we have a packaging party in which members gather to prep the donated tubers for sale.  Swan Island Dahlias has been gracious to offer their tuber barn for our workspace.  Not only do we accomplish our task, but we have a great time getting together with our fellow dahliaphiles.
 
So, once we raise all this money, what are we going to do with it?  Why, put on the 2012 ADS National Show, to be held on Labor Day weekend, of course!  Our logo has been created, as has our theme: "Follow the Oregon Trail of Dahlias."  Up to now, our three main chairpersons have been diligently working behind the scenes to establish the framework for the show.  They are now working to establish the subcommittees that will do the majority of the legwork and heavy lifting.  Thank you to all of our sister societies who have donated cash (for those who haven't donated and are interested, we are still accepting donations).  We also are accepting volunteers to serve on the various committees and have been fortunate to obtain several volunteers from other clubs to help us.  Again, if you want to help, it is not too late to join.  Our main chairs are Site Chair Tiffany Boatwright (ttos@frontier.com), Show Chair Ted Kennedy (E4449@AOL.COM), and Special Events Chair Larry Smith (thebodysmith@hotmail.com).  You may contact any of the chairpersons if you are interested in helping.  Especially needed at this point is someone to coordinate "goody bags," which would include contacting entities that could donate items to be given away to registrants.  If someone isn't found soon to take on that task, there sady won't be any goody bags given out!
 
We have a very interesting slate of educational programs scheduled for each of our meetings following our sales months of April and May, so take our invitation to come and join us on the second Tuesday at 7:30 any time you happen to be in the Portland area.  

Seattle Dahlia Society

Kathy Ryan
Seems like spring is definitely around the corner.    Time to think about getting the garden ready again and deciding which dahlias to try this year.   Seattle Dahlia’s meetings for January and February  had programs including a DVD presentation of our 2010 Annual Dahlia Show and instructions and tips on taking cuttings and planting tubers.  Our annual tuber sale will be held April 30th – May 1st at the Country Village in Bothell, WA, and we will have both tubers and cuttings at the sale.   Our website is www.seattledahliasociety.org and you can check it for details about the sale as well as a second tuber sale which will be held at another location.

Our elected officers for 2011 are:


President 
-
Karen Lorentzen


Vice-President
 -
Diana Blackmer


Treasurer
-
Tom Ball


Secretary
-
Kathy Ryan

Hope everyone has a great growing season!  

Victoria Dahlia Society Report
Teresa Thom

The year ended with a lovely Christmas social with close to 40 people attending. 

The new executive had their first meeting with much to discuss for the upcoming year. 

There has been a steady growth in membership, we hope for even more, once our new website is up and running.  The website is in the process of being developed and with a little more input it should ready for viewing very soon.

Once again the learning garden which was started last year will be available to any members wanting some hands on experience in all the phases of growing dahlias.  Our senior growers participate and show the various steps taken to obtain show quality flowers. We will soon have work parties out getting the garden area ready.  Tuesday evenings the garden will be open throughout the growing season. 

The winter so far has been very moist, lots of periods of rainy weather.  

Members have reported that their tubers in storage are standing up fairly well and in a short time, some will be starting cuttings.   Many growers will soon be starting to prepare for the annual tuber sale coming up in April, and the club is starting to go through the checklist of what has to be done to prepare for it.  Due to construction at the previous venue, our annual tuber/plant sale and the August flower show are being held in a new venue this year. The new location will be The West Shore Town Centre, 2945 Jacklin Rd., Langford. We are doing lots of advertising about this change and hope to continue to have a good turnout to the sale. 

Overall spring is in the air, the snowdrops have been blooming for several weeks, that is a good sign!!

Our tuber and plant sale this year will be on April 30 at a new location, the West Shore Town Centre Mall, in Langford..
Our summer show will be on August 13-14th, at the new location also, the West Shore Town Centre Mall.

Inland Empire Dahlia Society
Joni Beasley

It is actually looking like we may have spring here although the April showers we enjoy and look forward  are March downpours right now , but the snow is gone!  Plans are going ahead for the 3 tuber sales in April and May. Everyone is hoping for a good save rate on their tubers so we have enough to last through all 3.
The Trial Garden is full and will be planted in May and the VA  display garden will once again be planted in front of the hospital and it is a huge draw for patients and family alike!  
This is always the busiest time of year for all members. A judging school is being planned for August and hope to have a good turnout as we need new judges for the show in September and for the PNDC show next year. It will be our 50th Anniversary in 2012 and lots of things are in the works to make it enjoyable!  With a new slate of officers this year there will lots of new and exciting ideas.  Stay tuned!
LANE COUNTY DAHLIA SOCIETY

Michael Canning
No telling what the coming growing season will bring, but fund raising season is on us already, and that’s a fact. April brings our annual tuber sale and auction at the regularly scheduled meeting on the 7th. We have a new auctioneer this year and we are excited to get the fun underway. It’s always one of the biggest gatherings of the year! May 14th finds us at a very popular outdoor plant sale in Alton Baker Park in Eugene. It’s great to see all the bubbling energy of spring gardeners. It will be a beautiful and lucrative day if the weather gods favor us.  On May 21st we hold a parking lot sale at a local bank.  Just a couple of mentions in the paper is usually enough to bring a horde of later planters our way. We finish with a “last chance” sale at our June 2 meeting to complete the fund raising cycle.  We are eternally grateful for the volunteer hours logged by the LCDS membership in this big effort. If everything goes right we will have made enough to throw another big bloomin' party on September 17th & 18th at our show. And the beat goes on.


We have a gorgeous new banner for the LCDS. It is a tribute to a dear friend, and LCDS charter member Alfretta Spores who left us last fall.  The banner was modeled after the one designed by the American Dahlia Society. The banner will be used often at our meetings, fund raising events, and the show. We will remember how much she gave to the society for more than four decades every time we display it.
Show date: September 17th & 18th 2011 – Location:  Lane Events Center

Hope your winter hs been restful.  Here is a wish for the best growing season ever from your friends in Bluejean!

Nanaimo Dahlia and Glad Society

Judy Stephens
Here in Nanaimo, it's trying really hard to be Spring!  The rains keep coming but it doesn't stop the shrubs from bursting their buds.  It's a welcome sight.  The pussywillows have arrived and I cut some to put in the house as proof of spring 2011.

 

The dahlia tubers have been taken out of their cozy dark places and split in hopes of getting them eyed up ready for our tuber sale at the end of April.  We haven't done any early tuber eye promoting but many of our members have and are already potting them in readiness for our sale.

We're looking forward to hosting the PNDC show this year in Nanaimo.  It's an open invitation to all dahlia growers and exhibitors to come and visit us on August 20 & 21.  If you've never been to Vancouver Island, August is the perfect time to see for yourself how beautiful it is.

We look forward to seeing you!
SOUTHERN OREGON DAHLIA SOCIETY
M.Paulette Woodward
Aren’t we blessed with our winter-spring after Decembers 14.75 of rain and the rest of the country is actually going through winter.  We’re enjoying most of two weeks of sunshine and only five inches of rain in January.  It is a heartfelt happy new year everyone!

Instead of having a Christmas Party last year, we decided to have a New Years Party to relieve everyone the pressure of the holidays.  The ninth of January we had a real laid back pot luck.  What you can learn about your fellow members.  They are funny

Much thanks goes to the officers last year for keeping the society on the move.  We do appreciate your time.  

2011 Officers are:

President

Ray Sturman

541 439 2058

Vice President

Gary Swan

541 396 1900

Secretary

Donna Hymer

541 294 0550

Treasurer

Kathy Leaf

541 888 6358

The officers are not the sum of the society.  Give them your support, they will welcome it.  

Tuber Sale:   April 9th at Pony Village Mall

Show Dates: September 10th & 11th  at Pony Village Mall

Flower of the Year:  Weston Spanish Dancer

On March 26th the Master Gardners are having their annual seminar.  We have been invited to have a display and information table. This has become an influence on our tuber sales as well as educating our fellow gardners before they come to the sale.  Most of them won’t become members, but they appreciate the uniqueness of dahlias.  

Concerning our show schedule:  We are going to use the old system of using simple section numbers in the sequence that ADS has listed.  Forms:  Sections 1 – 10 concerning size will be followed with form (1 – FD).  Class numbers will be 1 -15 as ADS has color class listed.  If forms and sizes are listed to correlate with ADS Classifications, there should be no problems  doing Show Reports:  Exhibitors don’t have to track numbers and clerks won’t have multiple numbers to work with.  I hope this makes sense.  

Now, Pencil to  Paper, Ink to Check, Off goes the orders and the “Dream Dahlias will return.

Take care and enjoy.

PNDC SPRING MEETING LUNCHEON
The cost of the luncheon will be  $15 U.S. including gratuity.
Please detach and mail the information below with enclosed check to Elva Sellens, 
2651 N.W. Loma Vista Drive, Roseburg OR 97470-6175  
Luncheon may be paid for at the meeting, please send information below or call  Elva, (PM only please) 541 672 7352  at your earliest convenience.    
________________________________________________________________________
Number attending:________________X$15.00 each ________________ Total

 Your name:_________________________________________________________________

Society:____________________________________________________________________
And Finally!

I would take this opportunity to thank everyone who contributed to this newsletter.  You are the folks who make it work.  I am looking forward to seeing many of you at the Spring Meeting.  It’s always a pleasure to see old friends and of course being introduced to new “Dahlia People”.  I always come away with some new methods and ideas.  Please don’t forget to send me agenda items for the meeting, that’s one of the ways with which we can make needed changes or get needed information out to our fellow PNDC Members. 

Again, I thank you. 

Tom Ball
