PACIFIC NORTHWEST DAHLIA CONFERENCE

NEWSLETTER

(Editor, Tom Ball)

Presidents Message

Mike Riordan

Dear Fellow PNDC Members:

A new growing season is upon us.  Promising new introductions as well as some of our old favorites begin their annual growth cycles.  We eagerly anticipate our plant’s next dodge and weave as we coach them through this year’s winning season.    Perhaps we’re trying new twists on tried and true growing techniques.  Maybe it’s disbudding to a side bud with problematic short stemmed varieties.  Perhaps we will try a new mulching material, as we were damaged by last year’s herbicide contaminated manure mulch.  Some of us in my home society are experimenting with the addition of Epsom Salts (Magnesium Sulfate) at the rate of one or two teaspoons per hill.  There seems to be evidence that the magnesium unlocks some of the other plant nutrients as well as improves the keeping quality of the tubers.  So there you have a few new or tried and true growing stratagems for a new season.  It never ceases to amaze me how responsive dahlias are to a little extra care and cultural attention. 

Our annual PNDC Show is sponsored this year by the Nanaimo Gladiolus and Dahlia Society.  The show will take place Saturday and Sunday, August 20 and 21st at the Country Club Center Mall in Nanaimo.  Our fall meeting and awards banquet will be held Saturday at 6:00 PM at Mrs. Rich’s Restaurant.  Guests and non-members are welcome to attend.  Please make reservation for the Banquet with Vern Stephens 250-755-1412 d-acres@shaw.ca no later than a week prior to the show.  Our friends in Nanaimo have planned a wonderful event and we look forward to seeing old and meeting new dahlia friends.

Best wishes and good growing.

Secretary

Tom Ball

Please send any agenda items for the Fall meeting to me as soon as possible.  I am hoping to see many of you at the PNDC Show and meeting in Nanaimo on the 20th and 21st of August.  I know it will be a great show and a great time to meet other growers and make new friends.  For additional information please contact Judy Stephens, d-acres@shaw.ca or 250 755 1412.  The meeting will be held at Mrs Richards Restaurant prior to dinner at approximately 5:30.  Directions to the restaurant will be available at the show.  

Reminder:  Please send any changes of address or e-mail address to Elva Sellens and to your secretary,  Tom Ball so that we may keep your records current.   

The next newsletter will be published approximately October 3rd.  In that publication we publish abbreviated show reports from each society.  Please limit entries to be published to twenty five per society.   I will appreciate your sending these entries along with other news from your society to be published as early as possible.  I know that it is a busy time due to winding up the show season, getting ready to dig along with a myriad of other tasks.  I do appreciate your great efforts in supporting the Newsletter.    

MINUTES OF THE PNDC MEETING

23 APRIL 2011

ROLL CALL

Lane County



4 members

IEDS




7 members

SEATTLE DAHLIA SOCIETY
2 members

VICTORIA DAHLIA SOCIETY
3 members

NANAIMO DAHLIA & GLADD
2 members

SOUTHERN OREGON DAHLIA
2 members

DOUGLAS COUNTY DAHLIA
3 members

PORTLAND DAHLIA SOCIETY
11 members

The meeting was called to order and all delegates were introduced by President Mike Roirdan

Subjectss discussed:

AGENDA  ITEM # 1. Judges Tests:  Judges tests should be rewritten in order to be aligned with current Classification Books, etc.   Wayne Shantz talked about testing and notified the delegates that the ADS Chairman of Judges (Bob Moynahan) has resigned.  No replacement has been named at this point.  

Wayne suggested that we revise the Candidate, Accredited and Senior Judge tests, as needed, because the existing ADS tests are no longer valid due to changes in the manuals. A multiple choice format should be used.  Wayne also noted that he is not in favor of “take home” tests.  Tests should be taken on site when the judging class is given, sent to the PNDC Judges Chair, (Joni Beasley) for correction, and scores returned.  All persons who take the tests must be a member of the ADS and the PNDC.  

Future tests could be set up on line and taken on the computer with scores returned by the ADS Judges Chair.

Joni Beasley has agreed to make up the new tests, by mid June, pass them to Wayne Shantz for comments, content, additions, etc and distribute the tests as required as soon as time permits.  

Wayne also commented that all judges must know all dahlia forms before being advanced. 

AGENDA  ITEM # 2.    Candidate judges should judge for four years before advancement, instead of three and change accredited judge to three years judging instead of four to be advanced to Senior Judge.

This item was not acted upon at this time.  It was  decided to keep the standards and requirements as written.  It was agreed that Joni Beasley would provide a check list to be sent to each judge and returned with the judging report each year.  The check list would give the Judges Chair what sections and entries each judge participated in judging at each show judged.  Additionally the checklist's purpose is to afford the candidate judge an opportunity to judge all forms/types prior to being advanced to accredited judge.

The Judges evaluation form will also be revised so that more current information will be available on that form.  Candidate and Accredited Judges are requested to carry copies of the PNDC evaluation form with a stamped envelope addressed to Joni Beasley with them when judging non PNDC shows and request the Team Leaders to fill out the form and mail it to the PNDC Judges Chair.  

Ted Kennedy reported on the progress of the Portland Dahlia Society for the 2012 National Show.  Committees are working on all arrangements for the show.  A photography chair has volunteered.  Previously, a chairperson for that display was not available.  

PNDC SHOWS:

2011
Nanaimo Gladiolus and Dahlia Society

2012
Inland Empire Dahlia Society

2013 
Lane County Dahlia Society

2014
Seattle Dahlia Society (pending approval by membership)

The nominations for the PNDC Gold Medal Award were discussed and persons nominated. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Tom Ball

Secretary

ERRATA 2011 ROSTER

Please make the following changes to your roster:  Changes are underlined. 
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ANSELMO, Norman and Dawn



2220 E. Bruce



Spokane, WA 99217-7601



509 465 1541



Dahliaponds2@comcast.net


BEASLEY, Joni & Bob



rjbeasley@hotmail.com
Page 10
GORSCH, Emily



dahlianut@hotmail.com
Page 14
MC KITTRICK, Paul



paulmckitterick@shaw.ca
Page 14
MILLER, Sally



S  Senior Judge



MURPHY, Gary



Troutdale Oregon



murphdog@gmail.com


murphdog@fontier.net

Add :

NOEL, Camille



(Candidate Judge)



2330 W. 27th Ave. 



Eugene, OR 97405



541 543 1978



cbnoel@hotmail.com


(WELCOME ABOARD)


                                                             ADS Image Library

Claudia Biggs


Newest programs are the Fab 50 for 2010 and the 2010 Photo Contest Winners.  Those of you who will have new introductions for next year, take some great photosso they can be included in the ADS New Introduction program.  The forms that need
to be completed for the new introductions will be included in the September ADS Bulletin.
Contact me for information or requests.

Thank you

Judges Evaluation

Joni Beasley
 

Remember to fill out your judges evaluation sheets as you go along and judge at shows.  This year please add on to your reports which forms of dahlias that you have judged for all 2011 shows, and if you remember, add a note for last years, and previous years shows as well.   Hopefully, by the time each of you are ready for advancement you will have had the opportunity to judge all 20 forms.  When you check in at the shows and need experience in any area don’t hesitate to ask the judges chair to place you in that area.  I am sure that most judges chairs will be glad to accommodate you.   
Have a great time at the shows!  Judging is a lot of fun.

Weeding Dahlias

by Ted J. Kennedy

Weed your garden before you see the weeds sprouting.  After you plant dahlias, they should be weeded within a couple of weeks by using your hoe and gently moving the soil around the dahlia sprouts.  I remember once reading some terrible advice in a gardening column. They said that they liked to weed when the weeds were several inches tall because they were easier to grab and pull out.  If you let the weeds get too tall, they are much harder to control and often they re-sprout from the roots. 


Sharpen your hoe often. Carry a sharpening file with you at all times and use it often. It is much easier to hoe the garden with sharp hoe than with a dull one. Weeding is hard enough.  Consider investing in a diamond edged sharpening tool. 

Buy a good hoe. I use a stirrup hoe because it cuts down weeds on both the forward and reverse motions. When sharpened, it does an excellent job with little effort.  

If you have weed grasses growing in the dahlias consider using a sethoxydim based herbicide like Vantage or Poast to kill the weed grasses. I have used it for years and it has no effect on the dahlias but kills the weed grasses very effectively. The weed grasses show the effects of the spray in about a week and will be dead in a couple of weeks. Spray when grass is not very tall for best results.  It is available on Ebay for about $26.00 including shipping.  The 8 oz bottle will last you several years. 

If you have lots of dahlias and dislike weeding, you can use weed blocking fabric around the dahlias. Clack’s Dahlias has been using this for years and it doubles as a nice path between the rows.  You must buy the heavy duty fabric as the light duty fabric will not even last a year. It is expensive but it lasts many years.

NOTICE: PNDC JUDGES AND INSTRUCTORS

Confusion apparently exists over judging instructions and tests. In PNDC, precedent has been established over an extended period of time. PNDC instructors grade tests and then notify those who have taken the tests and those in positions of PNDC leadership. Please understand and adhere to the following:

· All individuals taking a PNDC course will pay PNDC and ADS dues. The PNDC person in charge of records will then send one report to the ADS chair of judges who will in turn list the name of the PNDC judge in the current Roster of Judges of the American Dahlia Society.

· The judging instructor who teaches a judging course will grade the tests. This responsibility includes ADS tests. Note: The ADS tests currently need updating. Since the ADS Judging Chair has resigned, PNDC will administer its own revised senior, accredited, or candidate test for 2011. 

· The judging instructor will send the list of all those who have passed the course to the successful class participants with their score, and exempt of score to PNDC Chair of Judges, PNDC Treasurer with appropriate collected amounts, PNDC Secretary, and other societies with a note encouraging them to invite these new judges who live within in a logical proximity of a show.

· The judging instructor will provide the following information: Name of participant, judging level, address of member, phone number, and e-mail.

The PNDC commends all of those who expend time and energy to fulfill the important role of preparing quality judges and to all of its members who provide quality evaluation at our ADS sanctioned shows. You are appreciated!

Just In:  New and revised judges tests are now available and can be found on the ADS  Web Site in the Members Section.  Information on answer keys will be distributed to each society

Spokane Trial Garden

Joni Beasley


 The Trial Garden was planted May 21st with exactly 50 entries.  We had a great volunteer crew and it went quickly.  This year, due to unforeseen circumstances, we will have a lack of judges and we hope that anyone passing through Spokane who is a qualified judge will stop and help out and score a few entries for us.  Bob can be found most Tuesdays and every Saturday up on rose hill in Manito Park disbudding, tying up the entries.  Stop by and say hi and he’ll give you a score sheet!! We have blooms already, summer may actually be here!! 
 
 GARDENING IN 2011

By

Wayne Shantz

Let’s face it. Gardeners exist and the dahlia grower fills a subcomponent that makes up a long list of specific gardening interests. In recent years with the advent of computer based search engines, many new gardening products including tools, many gadgets and technologically based systems and ideas have come boldly into the market place. The burgeoning garden-center business has come into its own, and now according to a financial magazine is touted as a $26.4 billion dollar industry. A gardener does not have to imagine anymore that entrepreneurs have creatively developed ways to tap into this rich vein for profitable gain.

Rain Bird offers a $2,200 high-tech watering system that will provide adequate water for a number of zones in a gardener’s yard. What the system promotes is that one will conserve water and save money. Still, for most growers problems will exist. For instance, how many gardeners know the latitude, slope of their yard, the town’s average humidity, and wind speed? Yes, Rain Bird admits that most backyard gardeners will likely need a professional person with technical skills in order to complete such a project. 

Those of us who happen to have a smart phone can install sensors that will send a Twitter message when a plant is thirsty. Plant IDs exist that when scanned will call up a web site devoted to a specific plant. For $50 Black and Decker sells a kit where one can bury a sensor in the dirt and it will suggest what plants will grow well there. Fortunately for the dahlia grower, the dahlia can thrive in varying soils and climates. Additionally, if one yearns for a mobile greenhouse, it is available. The imagination can run amok when it comes to making a buck.

If dahlia growers enter the organic growing arena, many products also exist. The Internet teems with solutions to pest problems. A grower who requires that a product have an OMRI label takes special precaution since the term, “organic” is no longer a catchall term. This label assures that the product is suitable for organic production and handling. The OMRI represents an independent third-party that will provide objectivity about a product for the consumer. Over 900 products exist now that carry the OMRI label. The U. S. Department of Agriculture identified and certified these organic standards in 2002.

Even so, it behooves consumers to carefully determine what organic products will fulfill their goals. First, before purchasing any product, they should ask for an MSDS (Material Safety Data Sheet). By going on the Internet, one can find sprays that will eradicate dahlia pests, such as aphids, cucumber beetles, earwigs, mites, Thrips and others as well. What is bothering is how these potent solutions will affect the good insect population. Additionally, products may appear inexpensive when in fact a single spraying may suggest using an inordinate amount of the product for only one spraying. One grower has bought a product and also found that the spray left a white film over the foliage, which deterred dahlia exhibition for several shows that year. The caveat of “be careful” advises soundly. 

Photos dress up catalogs and entice gardeners big time. With these images and descriptions, excited growers can envision their garden taking on a whole new dimension with this product or that gadget. Many times the product photo is better than the actual product performance. To gain recommendation of a product from a fellow grower can pay more accurate dividends in the long run. Most people know that photos sell. Another caveat then…beware of the temptation to buy striking photos and words that lure.

While paging through a gardener’s supply catalog, I looked for enticing photos and headings that would entice a gardener. I found the following: self-watering containers…100% satisfaction guaranteed, rubber boots with photos of tomatoes on them, recharge your potting soil, bird net pop up, insect pop up, frost pop up, 100% organic fertilizers, eco-friendly rain barrels, aqua cones, world’s simplest digital water timer, weed eliminator, garden shoes, and a plethora of other items, all with catchy titles. I have no doubt that the $26.4 billion dollar industry is hard at work. 

As I reflect, I wonder how many gardeners it takes to run up a bill for an account worth $26.4 billion. Could it be that gardeners need to more carefully determine what the necessities of their hobby should entail? In closing, I conclude that I need to carefully evaluate what I need to grow a beautiful dahlia, recognizing that additional dollars do not always equate into a supreme bloom. 

From the Societies

Douglas County Dahlia Society

Ginger Clack

Seedling Refresher Course!

Show Date: Sept. 24th and 25th of 2011.

Flower of the year Clifton Jordi: BB FD LB W/DP

Theme: Holiday of Dahlias

We will hold a seedling refresher course on August 28 at Ron and Ginger Clack’s  residence.  5585 N. Myrtle Rd, Myrtle Creek OR.  For information please call 541 863 4501.  We are  delaying the class due to weather conditions that have stunted the growth and have provided less flowers than we would like for the class presentation.   

All  Societies are welcome to attend.

Victoria Dahlia Society

Teresa Thom

We had our tuber sale in April, considering it was in a new location it went fairly well, however sales were down a little. As it had been such a cold, wet spring it took some time to get the garden beds prepared and ready for planting.  Most members waited until around the May long weekend to plant, even then the soil was not very warm. Of course many plants had a good head start in greenhouses, so hopefully by August 13th, show time, there will be a good number of blooms. Our new website is really coming along, thanks to Sarah & Rob, making sure it is updated frequently with new information.  There will be more detailed info on the site about the show, by July. 

In May, Phil Newton & Paul McKittrick put on a very informative power point presentation on the new four digit code system, which we are all trying to comprehend. It was thought the method they used to demonstrate the new system, would be useful in a judging course. As to judging courses, we hope to have a candidates course next month, as there is always the need for some new blood to join the ranks. 

The Learning Garden is now planted, and growing with 72 dahlias, almost one of every size and type, in hopes that new members will really see and learn the differences.  The irrigation is now in and we’ll pray for a long and sunny summer. 

Portland Dahlia Society

Larry Smith


Through the wind, the rain, and the hail, our members have diligently scurried around to perform our annual duties.  At the time of this writing, we have had two successful sales/auctions at our meeting place and also spent a weekend selling tubers at a large area wide plant sale.  Special thanks, as always, to Swan Island Dahlias, who not only donated a large number of tubers for us to sell, but also allow us to use their buildings to prepare our tubers for the sales.  Between the persistent rain showers and unseasonably frigid temperatures, most of us have managed to get their soil worked and have completed planting.  Some members report starting the tubers early in gallon containers, often indoors or in a greenhouse, then transplanting when the soil is finally dry enough.  Those who have used this method report earlier blooms.
 
National Show 2012 preparations are steaming along!  We have secured probably the largest and one of the most suitable venues in recent National Show memory.  Currently, the steering committee is working out the main structure of the event, including prices, tours, meals, special show categories, and recruiting of subcommittee chairs.  If you are interested in helping, YOU DO NOT NEED TO BE A MEMBER OF PORTLAND DAHLIA SOCIETY, contact a member of the steering committee to volunteer.  

The three co-chairs are Ted Kennedy E4449@AOL.COM (show), Tiffany Boatwright  ttos@frontier.com (site), and Larry Smith thebodysmith@hotmail.com (events).  A sizeable contingent of our members will be attending the 2011 National Show in order to learn the ropes of how to make our event a good experience for all attendees.  On the fundraising front, a big THANK YOU to all Societies and individuals who have contributed to making the 2012 show a success.
 It was reported that about 30 cultivars were recently planted in the Trial Garden in Canby.  Special thanks to Swan Island Dahlias, who let us use their land and also help in the upkeep of the garden.
 

Lane County Dahlia Society

Michael Canning

Spring turns into summer and the cool damp weather persists. We keep expecting it to break, and I’m sure it will. The question is…when.

The Lane County Dahlia Society has completed another fund raising season. We are pleased with the response from a series of tuber sales in the spring.  Many thanks to our membership for pitching in to make a full slate of LCDS activities possible again this year. Thanks also to those in the greater Dahlia community for sponsoring awards this season. You have helped make our show a success before it begins.

In July we host our membership pot luck for members to take the time to appreciate each other in an unstructured setting, and sample some of the best dishes around.  The August meeting finds us turning our attention to grooming and preparing blooms for show.  Each year, LCDS sets up and maintains a display of our favorite flower at the Lane County Fair, held in Eugene around the middle of August.  After that, it’s full steam ahead for our show in September.

The 48th annual Lane County Dahlia Society will take place the weekend of September 17/18, 2011 in the Wheeler pavilion at the Lane Events Center in Eugene. This is the third consecutive year in this location. The show theme for 2011 is “Dahlia Fiesta”, and the show flower this year is Weston Spanish Dancer.   We hope you will mark your calendars and join us for the fun!

If you would like more complete information about our society, please join us on line at http://www.lanecountydahliasociety.blogspot.com/  LCDS president Lexa Cookson has done a great job of sharing the flavor of our organization – complete with photos.

Grow them tall and proud this year. Best wishes from your friends in Eugene.

Seattle Dahlia Society

Kathy Ryan

Well, the number one topic in gardening circles is definitely the weather – will we ever have Spring or jump right into Summer  …. or maybe Fall?  Just when we get a hint of nice weather to come, the rain and cold returns.  Which has definitely had an affect on dahlia growing – planting has been much delayed this year.   But the weather did not deter anyone from our annual tuber sale at Country Village – dahlia lovers were out in force .  Hope you all found some new varieties to try this year at the tuber sales.   Many thanks to all the volunteers who helped with set up or donated tubers!    It takes a lot of  combined effort to put on a tuber sale and all the help is greatly appreciated.  At our monthly meetings, Seattle Dahlia continues to enjoy interesting programs organized by Diana Blackmer.  Last month Seattle Tilth gave an excellent presentation on composting including yard waste or food waste composting and worm bins – all of which will enrich our soil, making for better dahlias.   At next month’s program we will look forward to learning all about Showing Dahlias from our experienced growers.   Our member picnic will be held July 17th hosted by Ron and Geri Hoefer, and we are all looking forward to visiting their beautiful garden in Lake Forest Park again this year.  We have also started preparing for our 54th Annual Dahlia Show, which will be September 3 – 4th at the Lake City Community Center.  We hope that everyone can join us.   Our dahlia of the year will be Vista Lindsey.  More information will be on our web-site at www.seattledahliasociety.org.    Wishing you sunshine and happy gardening,    

And Finally!

I would take this opportunity to thank each of you for contributing to this Newsletter.  I send my best wishes to each society and to each member for a great and wonderful show season.  May your blooms be better than ever and may you win awards far beyond your expectations.  Take care, drive safely and carefully in your trips to the various shows.  I hope to see many of you at the shows that I attend.  

Tom

