PACIFIC NORTHWEST DAHLIA CONFERENCE NEWSLETTER

MARCH 2012

FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Fellow PNDC Members:

After heavy rainfall and flooding in some areas in January, we happily await the return of warmer temperatures and the cycle of rebirth, renewal and rejuvenation to all things related to our favorite hobby. The main event this year for all growers in the region is the ADS 2012 National Show sponsored by our Portland Society.  Portland has been working long and hard on preparations and arrangements to make this an outstanding show.  Please plan on using the Red Lion’s accommodations, so our sponsoring society can meet its contractual requirements for room nights.  This is what in effect “pays for” our use of the show facility. Registration capability and information is now available at Portland’s website   portlanddahlia.com  

Our annual spring meeting will take place at Georgetown Realty in Portland on Saturday, April 28th, 2012.  The officers and society delegates will convene at 10:30 AM for their executive session. The luncheon and general meeting will begin at noon. We were fortunate to contract with a new caterer, and the cost for the luncheon will remain at $15 US per person, including gratuity.   Please send your reservation and payment to our Treasurer, Elva Sellens at:  2651 Loma Vista Drive; Roseburg, OR  97471-6175.  

We will again have our annual auction which for many is the highlight of the meeting.   Growers and hybridizers from Oregon, Washington and British Columbia like to bring the newest and best offerings for our fundraiser.  Both tubers and green plants are sold and the bidding always promises to be spirited and lively.   

Awards chairs in each society are asked to bring (or have their delegates/representatives bring) their society’s medals for the medal exchange within the PNDC.   

Georgetown Realty is located at 1000 NE 122nd Avenue; Portland, OR  97230.  From I-205 North or South bound take exit 21A to Glisan Street.  Take Glisan East (cross streets increase numerically) to 122nd Avenue.  Turn left from Glisan to122nd.  Georgetown Realty is on your right about two blocks after the turn.  Parking is behind the building. 

Here’s hoping your tubers wintered over well and your spring propagation is going as you would like. I am very much looking forward to seeing everyone in Portland on April twenty-eighth.

Best wishes,

Mike Riordan 

Secretary

Tom Ball

Greetings  to one and all.  Be sure to mark your calendars for April 28 and plan to attend the Spring Meeting.  Directions to the meeting place are in the Presidents message.  It is time once again to honor one of our outstanding members with a nomination for the annual Pacific Northwest Dahlia Conference Gold Medal Award.  (For a list of previous honorees please go to the PNDC Web Site and click on Gold Medal Award Winners).  Please submit your nominations to me as soon as possible so that I may have them in hand for the Spring Meeting.  Remember you cannot nominate a person from your own society.  Nominees do not have to be a member of the Pacific Northwest Dahlia Conference.  The award is given for those who contribute to and promote the dahlia.  I know that there are many deserving dahlia folks who well deserve this award.  We have two additional agenda items for discussion and vote at this meeting.   It was voted at the 2011 Fall Meeting that we change the venue for the Spring Meeting every other year to a location farther north in deference to the members who live in Canada and Seattle.  We must also have a venue for the 2012 PNDC Annual Show.  (The show was scheduled to be held at Spokane, I.E.D.S.)  The Spokane Society is no longer a member of the PNDC.   If there are other agenda items to be discussed, please submit them to me as soon as possible so they can be presented at the Executive meeting.  

NOTE:  If you change your status from what is listed in the roster, (address, phone # or e-mail address) please let me know as soon as possible so that changes may be sent out via e-mail. 

Don’t forget to bring extra tubers and/or cuttings for the auction at the meeting.  

I’m looking forward to seeing you all at the meeting.  See you there!

Future Endeavors in PNDC

The Pacific Northwest Conference (PNDC) has offered its services to those of us who have lived in Oregon, Washington, and British Columbia for many years. Many of us can remember staunch and avid growers who took of their valuable time to increase the knowledge of those of us who had come to enjoy the dahlia.

Today, I have some observations to make concerning where PNDC should go. After reading a good number of comments from judges who had judged mainly in PNDC shows this past fall, the common denominator for these comments was “We need access to more judging schools,” to which I cannot disagree.

I have consulted with Mike Riordan, President, and Tom Ball, Secretary. Both men have offered encouragement for what I am about to say. I would suggest that at the PNDC Spring Meeting that each of the PNDC clubs comes prepared to brainstorm, discuss, and make decisions concerning the PNDC judging program and how to offer adequate training for PNDC judges. The time is now.

Some possibilities do exist. For instance, Eleanor and I will instruct a judging school in Eugene this August. We would be happy to make a DVD for clubs to use who could not attend this event. Although it is not a permanent fix, it provides a beginning for judging growth. Over time, the DVD will become outdated and will need updating. The PNDC will need to address this part as well. Someone will need to administer the details and make sure that what judges study is current with ADS judging changes in future years.

Secondly, PNDC possesses a number of exceptional senior judges who are capable of teaching judging material and making DVDs. Already, Mark Oldenkamp and Larry Smith have both expressed an interest in teaching a part of the judging manual, such as the characteristic of color or form. I see an array of such activities as viable and useful, especially for those who have taken a beginner’s course.  Over time, these offerings would allow a judge to review the manual in its totality. The goal for such an undertaking would be for each judge to cover the content of the Guide to Judging Dahlias over a span of time. The time has come for a devoted number of PNDC judges to form a committee and come to a plan for future judging activity, which should include membership from each of the clubs.

Finally, Ginger and Ron Clack taught a seedling course in a seedling grower’s garden. It is this kind of additional offerings that will accommodate all of us. I do not see why a number of senior judges could not be offering such classes periodically in a seedling grower’s garden, such as Blossom Gulch or at the Cliftons as Clacks did. What needs to occur, however, is that these classes become well-advertised. Additionally, the Recording Chair needs the information of those who attended in order to keep accurate records. The time for such innovation has come.

PNDC has had a long history of presenting two-day workshops, a very ideal and realistic way to go. One of the reasons for such a format stemmed from the distance judging instructors were traveling in order to teach a school. It made little sense for an instructor to travel 400+ miles to teach for just a few hours. It appears that the time is rife to change this judging strategy and for PNDC to offer varying times of course study in order to accommodate those of us who have stretched our time to the sticking point. 

I have devised a PNDC Judge’s Report that will allow for a more complete judging record. The purpose of it is not to overwhelm anybody but to show easily where judges have accomplished and where they have not. After judges make the adjustment, I believe they will like the format. I repeat…The purpose of this form is NOT to intimidate anyone or make one feel guilty. It has a twofold goal. It allows judges to see what requirements they have completed and secondly, it allows the PNDC Record Recorder a much easier task of reviewing who should be promoted to the next judging level. At the moment, I have only an electronic master copy with numerous comments and symbols that are somewhat hard for me to decipher. Dates of when a judge took a course are in disarray. With the new judging format, it is my belief that each judge will be able to fill in details that have been lost or difficult to determine from the master list. In other words, I need all the help I can get.

 The PNDC Judge’s Report will include several parts: General Judging Information (Name, Address, etc.), shows judged (Place, sizes/forms, leader), Shows Entered (place and # of awards), Courses taken (Date: Basic Course, Refresher classes (year, place, instructor, class length), Number of Seedlings ( year, place, bench, trial garden, Undisseminated), Leadership and Instructional Activities (This part allows some judges to show how much they contribute to PNDC other than through judging), and Subscriptions to Dahlia Publications and Annuals. A place for comments follows. This format will allow you to assess your involvement in the dahlia world. It is not a flaw if you have to leave some parts blank. Each of us has our own objective for life. Hopefully, the dahlia will be a part of it.

Respectfully submitted

Wayne Shantz, PNDC Records Chair 

1Why Not Judge at Our Portland Trial Garden?

by Ted J. Kennedy

There are currently seven dahlia trial gardens that are approved by the American Dahlia Society.  Three are located in the Pacific Northwest.  If you are a dahlia judge, you are required to judge some seedlings each year either at a show or at a trial garden.  For me, the most rewarding is judging at a trial garden. Judging seedlings at a show could be fun but I am so tired from staging entries and traveling a long distance that it is usually more of a chore than fun.  Judging at trial gardens is much more fun. 

I do my judging at the Portland Dahlia Society trial garden located at Swan Island Dahlias in Canby, Oregon.  I am also one of the volunteers that tend the plants at the garden.  Nearly every  week during the growing season, I visit the garden to help groom the plants. As the season goes along I see each of the entries grow and mature into blooming dahlia plants. 

We have tried to make it easy to judge at our garden. First it is located at Swan Island Dahlias where there is parking just a hundred feet or so from the garden.  Of course, you might be a little distracted from your judging duties by the 45 acres of dahlias growing all round you. Also, within a few feet of the parking lot are numerous picnic tables that may beckon you so sit down and relax in the midst of the hundreds of thousands of dahlia blooms.  And of course, as you walk to our trial garden you are forced to walk through the Swan Island display gardens.  If you can get beyond all of these distractions, the trial garden is located behind the famed citrus green house where they grow the giant Ponderosa lemons.  And if you back track just a bit on the other side of the parking lot is Nick Gitt’s Koi pond with Koi as big as Chinook salmon(well almost).  

We have placed judging sheets, clip boards, pencils, a color chart and perhaps even a tape measure into a drawer that is attached to the small flower stall right as you leave the parking lot. 

If you do not see the drawer ask any of the helpful staff at the garden for help.

If you want to meet one of us at the garden to judge, feel free to contact the trial garden director, Bill Mishler (360) 225-8925 or myself Ted Kennedy(503-655-6951  and we will see what we can do. 

PASSAGES

Burl Deathridge

The Victoria Dahlia Society lost one of its most popular members with the death of Burl on 12th. November last year. He was always willing to help with any project and was particularly skilled with setting up the watering system when we had the trial garden. He set up and maintained a dahlia garden at his parish church and was most generous with the blooms. He only became a little anxious when show time came around in case he had nothing to show! Burl was a member of the Victoria Glad and Dahlia Society, the PNDC and the ADS for many years. 

He was truly a gentleman who had many interests besides dahlias including fishing, winemaking and football.

He is survived by a son and daughter, his wife having died some years ago.

PASSAGES, CONTINUED

Elizabeth Maureen “Betty” Mishler

Betty moved to her heavenly home on December 16, 2011.  She and husband Bill had celebrated their 23rd wedding anniversary on October 21st.  She and Bill spent many peaceful evenings sitting in their lawn chairs and admiring the beautiful dahlias they grew at Woodland Dahlias.  Betty loved growing the dahlias with her husband Bill and she will be greatly missed by all.  She was a member of the Portland Dahlia Society and the PNDC. 

George W. (Bill) Bonneywell

Bill Bonneywell passed away peacefully on December 18, 2011 after fighting a year long battle with ALS.  He was born on September 17th 1933 in Everett, WA.  Bill was an avid dahlia grower with  his wife Ida and grew one thousand or more dahlias each year.  They showed their award winning blooms at many dahlia shows in the Pacific Northwest for thirty years.  Bill was an American Dahlia Society (senior) judge Bill was known not only a grower and exhibitor of dahlias but was also known as an authority on planting and hybridizing these blooms.  The Bonneywells introduced many varieties of dahlias through the SnoHo Dahlias name.  Bill encouraged many others to take up the planting, growing and showing of dahlias in the Pacific Northwest.   Bill was also instrumental  in the start up programs for youth football, baseball and basketball  in Snohomish WA where he coached for many years.  

ADS Image Library Report

Claudia Biggs

It's been busy in the image library. Requests for New Introductions are
popular for spring meetings. I just finished two new programs, the 2011
Photo Contest Winners and the 2011 Fabulous Fifty. Both of these would make
good programs for your societies. They soon will be listed on the ADS
web site so you can order them from the ADS Store using Paypal or by contacting
me by email or phone.


From The Societies

Seattle Dahlia Society

Kathy  Ryan

I can’t believe I’m writing this in March with a new overnight snowfall on the ground.  Will Spring ever arrive?    March and April will be busy months -  time to sort the tubers and start potting, plan tuber sales and amend the soil.  This month Seattle Dahlia will have what promises to be a really good program on composting.  A guest expert  composter will  share his techniques for creating compost to enrich  the soil so we can grow even more beautiful dahlias!  Our tuber committee will also be meeting to organize the tuber sale which will be held April 21st and 22nd  at Country Village in Bothell, WA.   Our Annual Show will be changed this year from the Labor Day weekend to September 15-16 at the Lake City Community Center so members can attend the National Show in Portland

On a sad note, as many of you in our extended dahlia family already know, Bill Bonneywell passed away on December 18, 2011 after a lengthy illness.  Bill and Ida were long-time members of Seattle Dahlia, and our heartfelt sympathy goes out to Ida and her family.   Bill was well known for his Snoho originations, and leaves a legacy of superb dahlias.  He was always willing to share his knowledge and enthusiasm for growing dahlias, and was a well respected senior judge and mentor to many novice growers over the years.  We will honor Bill’s memory at our annual Dahlia Show with a Snoho origination as our Flower of the Year.  

[image: image1.emf]
Portland Dahlia Society

Larry Smith

Mark your calendars now for Labor Day Weekend, Sept. 1 and 2. You will want to Follow the Oregon Trail of Dahlias to the gala 2012 ADS National show, to be held at the Columbia River Red Lion, just east of the I-5 bridge that connects Oregon and Washington. The show will feature the most spacious venue in recent memory featuring over 18,000 sf, including floor to ceiling views of the Columbia River. That means lots of natural light for viewing pleasure and judging! Plan to bring loads of blooms, we will have refrigerated storage available for our out of town guests. A record amont of cash premiums will be awarded in addition to some spectacular rosettes and special National Show medallions. The Red Lion is within walking distance of the Jantzen Beach shopping area...don't forget that there is NO SALES TAX anywhere in Oregon. Early bird registration is $139 for the full package and $89 for the partial package. For more information, you may visit our website at www.portlanddahlia.com. 

We hope you will plan an extended stay at the Red Lion, where there will be special rates for National Show guests. When you register, just let them know you want the National Show rate. There will be many activities for you to enjoy during your stay. There will be a reception for all registrants on Thursday night. Optional bus tours will be available at a reasonable price. On Thursday, August 30, we will travel one hour to The Oregon Garden in Silverton. The Oregon Garden features 80 acres of specialty gardens and a 30 minute narrated tram tour upon entrance. There will be a stop at a vineyard/winery for optional tasting and a lovely vista. On Friday, August 31, three member gardens of terrific quality will be visited, all within a 30 mile radius of the hotel. On Sunday, September 2, we will board buses for the Swan Island Dahlia Festival and Canby Trial Gardens, about 30 minutes from the hotel. Swan Island is the largest dahlia grower in the Western Hemisphere with over 40 acres of dahlias. The basement of their barn features over 400 baskets and arrangements of our favorite flower! On Monday, September 3, we will travel 30 minutes to Hollyhill Dahlia Farm. Operated by Ted and Margaret Kennedy, Hollyhill has become of the most influential hybridizers in the business. Margaret has an amazing flair for design and you will want to see her hanging baskets and a great variety of all things colorful. Lunch will be provided alfresco so all can enjoy the quiet beauty of the Hollyhill gardens. 

In addition to planned tours, we will provide information regarding attractions you may opt to travel to on your own. Portland is only about a 1.5 hour drive from the Oregon coast and the same distance from Mt. Hood, two of the region's most spectacular scenic destinations. The Columbia Gorge and Multnomah Falls, very popular with tourists, is ever closer to Portland, as are the International Rose Test Garden, the Japanese Gardens, the Oregon Zoo, the Chinese Cultural Garden, and many more. Don't miss this opportunity to stay for a while and experience some of the many attractions in this beautiful area at the end of the Oregon Trail. 

Many of our activities leading up to the National Show will be in preparation for the show. We are now getting ready for our annual sales season and hope for good income to put toward the National. In addition to our club auction and sale, we also have a tent at the Master Gardener sale on may 5 and 6 in Canby. If you ever get a chance to attend the Master Gardener event, it is spectacular, featuring over 100 vendors and every type of plant you could ever want to buy, plus informational workshops presented by special speakers throught the event. We are lucky to have Swan Island Dahlias offer their cutting room so we can gather as a club to the tubers for both sales. Special thanks to Marge Gitts for getting us established at the Master Gardener sale and to Marge and Nick Gitts for arranging for the use of their facilities. We also thank all of the sister Societies and individuals who have made donations toward putting on the National Show. There are still many opportunities available to support the show, if you or your Society wishes to donate, there is still time. In particular, we are seeking sponsorship of many of the head table special awards. Any donations can be sent to our National Show treasurer, Shirley Bankston, 1116 SW Stephenson St., Portland, OR 97219. PLease include a note specifying what category you would like the donation to go to.

Nanaimo Glad & Dahlia Society

Vern Stephens

I arrived home this morning at 6am from working a night shift. Early in the evening before it had been blowing and raining but sometime after midnight it cleared off and Jack Frost showed up. The next afternoon when I awoke from sleeping my wife, Judy, told me that it had snowed this morning hard enough to cover the ground but melted by early afternoon,. The frogs in the area have started singing a chorus each evening so we know that warmer temperatures cannot be that far off. The tubers that were put in a tray of vermiculite and put under a fluorescent light have started sending up shoots on varieties that we want new stock and more plants of, Soon it will be time to get out the rototiller to prepare the beds for this seasons shows which will soon be upon us. I then start thinking of the friendships we have made over the years. Here's hoping to see everyone this season at the shows. Have a good year growing and showing!

Tuber Sale--April 21 @ Country Club Centre

Glad & Dahlia Show - August 18 & 19 @ Country Club Centre

Lane County Dahlia Society

Michael Canning

Spring is on us now, there’s no getting around it. The seemingly endless lists of jobs to do, and the endless joy that eventually comes from it are two sides of the same coin. I, for one, wouldn’t have it any other way. One more chance to watch and feel the process that ends with those beautiful exclamation points. Another chance to learn along the way.

The Lane County Dahlia Society is well into the new year already with two fun and educational meetings completed, and the big tuber sale and auction only the blink of an eye away. That will be the first chance in 2012 to get out in the public and talk about our flower. Sales tables in April and May will go a long way toward funding our meetings, our show, and other LCDS activities. LCDS members are looking forward to the rewards in August and September for the effort made today on the club level, as well as in our individual gardens.

Since our last post the slate of officers for the 2012 season has been approved unanimously. They are:

President-Lexa Cookson

Vice President-Cheryle Hawkins

Second Vice President-Eugene Kenyon

Secretary and ADS Rep-Phyllis Shafer

Recording Secretary-Gretchen Randle

Corresponding Secretary-Michael Canning

Membership Coordinator-Camille Noel

The Lane County Dahlia Society is very excited to have the ADS National show coming to the state of Oregon over Labor Day Weekend. LCDS is pleased to make a financial contribution to the show and awards. LCDS member Eleanor Shantz will be a featured presenter on the subject of basket entries at the national show. In addition our society stands ready to supply judges and clerks to help meet the needs in those areas. Lexa Cookson has been in contact with The Portland Dahlia Society to offer additional help if needed. 

The 49th annual Lane County Dahlia show takes place in the Wheeler Pavilion at the Lane Events Center (formerly Lane County Fairgrounds) in Eugene. The dates are September 15 and 16, 2012. We hope for another great show. If you want to exhibit, judge, or clerk please contact our Judges Chair, Michael Canning (icehawk@q.com) or if you just want to come and enjoy-you are welcome. 

To learn more about the people & spirit of the LCDS please get on line at: 

http://www.lanecountydahliasociety.blogspot.com/ 

We look forward to another growing season with its foibles, and blemishes, its fits and starts. We also look forward to a few moments of pure beauty and joy as the flowers reach for their own perfection and once more we see and appreciate the prize. Best of luck to all. See you in Portland!

THE VICTORIA DAHLIA

SOCIETY

By Teresa Thom

 It feels like spring in the air, a little warmth in the sun, snow drops blooming and the spring flowers popping up. The past weeks our members have been taking tubers out of storage, in preparation for eyeing up, and starting cuttings etc. 

This year we will have two days for our tuber and plant sale. First day,  April 28, at the Knox Presbyterian Church hall, and April 29 at the West Shore Town Centre mall. Details of times and addresses will be on our website: www.victoriadahliasociety.org. 

Paul McKittrick our show chairperson, has updated our show catalogue, in preparation for printing soon. Our show dates will be August 25 and 26, held again at the West Shore Town Centre mall.  In September several club members are looking forward to attending and showing flowers at the 2012 National Show in Portland. We are always trying out new methods of transporting flowers especially long distance. Connie’s husband Colin has come up with an ingenious method for this and their van, check this out when in Portland.

      Phil and I have just come back from  New Zealand, what a wonderful country. We did attend the South Island National Dahlia Show in the town of Balclutha. Phil was thrilled to help judge, 10 sections, with Walter Jack, a most renowned N.Z. judge. The blooms were incredible, so healthy, and definitely larger blooms & thicker stems than what we see here in the P.N.W. They also do not show with leaves, a totally different look.   We did get invited to Walter & Kit Jack’s garden, absolutely  beautiful.  The show secretary and chairman, John & Jeanette Cuthberson, invited us to see the S. Island Trial Garden which is on their property along with their several hundred dahlias. Very impressive.  

     On a sad note, three of our members passed away this past year, Burl Deatherage, a long standing member, who contributed a vast amount of knowledge to our club,    Pat Dippel, who was our photography expert, always helping with those small details that can make all the difference.  Peggy Mitchell who was a newer member, but very keen on learning all that she could, helping out faithfully at the Learning Garden. They will be missed by all, and will leave a void in the club. 

Southern Oregon

Paulette Woodward

 President: 

 Gary Swan

Vice President:
David Parmeter

Secretary:

Donna Hymer

Treasurer:

Paulette Woodward

Directors:

Ray Sturman;  Emily Gorsch;  Connie Parmeter

Meeting:  4th Tuesday at the Coos Bay Library.  Tuber Sale, 14 April at the Pony Village Mall.

Show:  September 8th and 9th  2012 at the Pony Village Mall, North Bend, OR.  Flower of the year, Cornel (Ba DkR). 

And Finally!

I would take this opportunity to thank each of you who contributed to this newsletter.  I could not have done it without you!  

Special thanks to Elva for helping me with the 2012 Roster.  She did the proof reading, made changes as necessary and then got the roster printed.  I do appreciate.  I had a slight mishap during the publication of the Roster and the Newsletter in that I slipped and hit a tie down cleat on the side of my truck and ran the darn cleat through my hand, and its hard to type with a soft cast on, had to get some stitches. 

If you know of one of our members who is not getting a Newsletter please notify me so that I can add them to the mailing list.  If there are mistakes in the roster, please let me know and I shall put the corrections out via e-mail as soon as possible.      

Remember to make your plans now for the National Show in Portland.  I am sure that we will have additional information in the next Newsletter and in other publications.  
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